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The bullet impact makes dust fly from a dry sow as Lee J. Hoots fills a pig tag with one shot.

When Ray Harden began guiding for hogs back in 1972, he became one
of the first guides in California to take hunters out for these great game ani-
mals. “Ray Harden’s Wildlife Management” was the name of his business,
and he and his sons operated one of the most successful and popular guide
services on the Central Coast until Ray decided to quit guiding in 1987.

For a decade, there were no Harden’s in the guiding business, but when
wild pig numbers started to increase again in 1997, Tom and August Harden

(Continued on Page 6, See Cross Country....)
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     California Hog Hunter is published
four times per year with issues coming
out each quarter. Issues will  usually
arrive in your mailbox in January, April,
July, and October. When they arrive
depends on how diligent we are in
getting the newsletter out instead of
hunting.
     California Hog Hunter is dedicated
to bringing you information on where
the hunting is best for hogs throughout
the state on both public and private
lands. There will be detailed informa-
tion on at least one public land spot per
issue. This is detailed information that is
simply not available from any other
source.
     Price is $49 for a single year mail
subscription, or $15 for single issues.
     The Guides & Outfitters section is
paid advertising, but we update the
information with news for each listing
every issue. Guides, outfitters, and
ranches that offer hunting  should
contact us for rate information.
     Readers are encouraged to provide
their feedback on our public and private
land coverage. We will run your
comments and discoveries — good or
bad. We especially encourage your
feedback on guided and ranch hunting
operations so we can pass that on to
other readers.
     A note on Xeroxing and faxing of
this newsletter to others: Don’t do it. It
is against the law and it cheapens the
value of this exclusive product for you
and the other subscribers.

Editor & Publisher

Jim Matthews
(909) 887-3444 office
(909) 887-8180 fax

E-Mail Addresses:
j_matthews@compuserve.com
odwriter@aol.com

Senior Field Editor:

Durwood Hollis

Field and Consulting Editors:

John Higley, Lee J. Hoots,
Andy McCormick,
Bob Robb, Rick Rockel &
Jerry Springer

Address all mail communication to:

California Hog Hunter
P.O. Box 9007
San Bernardino, CA 92427

The most common question the guys on our staff field is
“where can I kill a pig on public lands?”

We almost always answer that question with a question
these days. “How much time and effort are you willing to in-
vest in the project?”

Virtually all of the public spots we cover in detail here in
Hog Hunter, and the information on public hog properties you
can pick up from the Bureau of Land Management, will give
you solid leads on public land hunting. But the key is learning
the property, and that requires time in the field, hunting and
scouting well away from the roads.

Senior editor Durwood Hollis has taken as many pigs on
public land as anyone I know, and he focused his efforts on
three or four pieces of ground that he learned over the years.
Even with that knowledge — and the fact that pig numbers
were at very high levels when Durwood was doing most of his
public land hunting — Durwood said he felt he was having a
very good year if he killed pigs in one out of three weekend
trips.

Durwood’s advice: Find fresh sign and be persistent.
Tag Smarts: It is amazing how many hunters do not un-

derstand how the state wild pig tag system works. It’s not that
it is complex, it’s that the Department of Fish and Game does
not make the system very clear. Here are the basic rules that
are often misconstrued:

First, a book of pig tags can only be used by one licensed
hunter. You cannot share a book of tags with a hunting partner.
Each of you must have your own set of tags. Tags are issued to
a license number, and it is illegal to allow a partner to use one
of your pig tags. Just like he can’t use your deer tag, he must
have his own pig tags.

Second, a pig tag is valid for an entire license year — July
1 through June 30 the following year. The most confusion about
this arises in late May and June when the Department of Fish
and Game starts distributing new hunting licenses and tags for
the next license year. Many dealers, once they have the new
licenses, return the old pig tags.

For example, the 1998/99 pig tags in my booklet say only
that they are valid through June 30, 1999. It does not say they
became valid only on July 1, 1998 — but that was the case.
New tags for the 1999-2000 season, which may be available
now and certainly will be available in June, are not valid until
July 1, 1999. You must use a 1998/99 pig tag on your May
and June hunts this year, and not one of the new tags.

One Year: This issue marks the end of our first full year
of publishing California Hog
Hunter, and I wanted to
thank all of you for your
support and encour-
agement on this
project.
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3,700 ACRES COULD BE OPENED

Riverside County could
host wild hog hunters

Hunters could see the opening of 3,700-acres
in northwestern Riverside County to bird and hog
hunting if the Riverside County Supervisors ap-
prove a proposal being circulated to open the Norton
Younglove Preserve to the activity.

The property is owned by the county and man-
aged by the Riverside County Parks and Open Dis-
trict. All park property is closed to hunting unless
a variance allows the activity, and the supervisors
approved such a variance for the Hiddlen Valley
Preserve to allow for limited sport hunting to con-
trol problem pigs. Even though a hunt has never
taken place at Hidden Valley, the framework is in
place to allow hunting on park lands, and the De-
partment of Fish and Game recently asked the
county Fish and Game and Parks Commission to
consider opening the Younglove Preserve to hunt-
ing for upland game and hogs.

The property, located between Interstates 10
and 60 in an area known as The Badlands, has a
healthy wild pig population that often causes dep-
redation problems on nearby golf courses and cem-
etery lawns.

The issue is a political mine field, but a posi-
tive decision of these lands could set the stage for
the DFG and sportsmen’s groups to press for the
opening of other multi-agency managed lands in
western Riverside County — including a tract of
land known as the Multi-Species Reserve between
Lake Skinner and the new Eastside Reservoir
project, and the Santa Rosa Plateau, currently be-
ing managed with no hunting by the Nature Con-
servancy.

Hunters in Riverside County should contact
their supervisor and encourage him or her to allow
hunting access at the Norton Younglove Preserve.
It would serve to reduce wild pig problems while
allowing a low-impact public access activity to take
place on these lands.

PREMIUM AMMUNITION PRIZES

Hog Hunter contest for top
photos and hunting tales

California Hog Hunter is offering subscribers
to win a couple of boxes of premium hunting am-
munition for merely sending in their best photos of
their trophy hogs and/or stories about their hog
hunts.

There are two photo categories: a hunter with
his hog, and shots of live hogs in the wild. Be sure
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to include pertinent information, including who’s
in the photo, size of the trophy, and where the crit-
ter was killed or the photo was snapped (in the case
of a live pig). The story category is for the best
yarn about a hog hunt.

As a modest incentive, each winner will receive
two boxes of premium hunting ammunition. You
can choose from Winchester Supreme, Federal Pre-
mium, or Speer Nitrex brands, in the caliber of your
choice, and the ammunition will be shipped to you
directly from the company.

MARK THE CALENDAR FOR JUNE 4-6

Visit Hog Hunter during
the Shooting Sports Fair

The 1999 edition of the original hands-on gun
show, the Raahauge’s Shooting Sports Fair, will
be held June 4-6. This is the only firearms show in
California where you can actually shoot all the fire-
arm products you’ve ever dreamed of owning.

The show will again be held at Raahauge’s
shooting ranges in Norco.

For over a decade, the Shooting and Hunting
Sports Fair was held from the late 1970s through
the 1980s. It was the only gun show open to the
public where all of the newest sporting firearms
could actually be shot for a small fee to cover the
cost of ammunition.

Last year, the show was revived and again drew
big crowds. It was also where California Hog
Hunter was first unveiled to the public, and we’ll
be there again this year. It will give readers a chance
to come by and visit, and renew their subscriptions
at the special charter subscription rate.

For information on this year’s show, call
Raahauge’s at (909) 735-7981.

SECOND ANNUAL EVENT

Pig Foundation’s San Jose
banquet coming May 14

The Wild Pig Foundation, dedicated to preser-
vation of hunting and the conservation of the world’s
wild pigs, will have its second annual banquet and
fund-raising dinner on Friday, May 14 in San Jose.

The event’s auction and raffle will feature a
number of hunts for pigs, whitetail deer, bears, and
one trip to Africa — presumably where you can
bag a warthog. Also featured will be the special
Wild Pig Foundation “Gun of the Year.”

For more information on dinner tickets and
costs, contact Linda Faughn with the foundation at
(209) 634-8900 or e-mail the  group at
wildpigfound.org@usa.net.
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The entire week after Thanksgiving, I had been
hog hunting in Mendicino County. My vacation time
used up, there were no pork chops in the cooler.

When I arrived home, there was a ton of mail
waiting. As I sorted through the pile of sweepstakes
junk and waiting credi-
tors, I found my fall issue
of Hog Hunter.

The front page
showed a nice hog taken
at Tejon Ranch. After
reading the article, I de-
cided to try to fit in a quick
hunt on New Year’s day.

Here, the great folks
at the Tejon Ranch came
through for me. I placed a
call to the office and ex-
plained to Sandy Nickerson what I wanted to do.

“We can do this,” she told me over the tele-
phone. “Just let me check with the guide, and I’ll
call you right back.”

True to her word, the call came about 10 min-
utes later, and she explained my paperwork would
be in the mail that day and gave me the guide’s
telephone number. I spoke to Darrell Francis that
night, the Tejon guide mentioned in the article. We
agreed to meet around 5 a.m. New Year’s Day.

The morning of the hunt, I rode with Darrell
through the cold darkness of the desert on our way
to spots where he had seen hogs recently. As we
neared the first spot Darrell said to me, “The only
rule I give a hunter is, ‘when I tell you to shoot, get
out and shoot.’ ” I agreed, knowing from my own
experience how fast wild hogs can be.

Daylight was breaking as we left the first area
we searched. The scenery here at first light is in-
credible. In fact, it is easy to forget you are only an
hour and a half from Los Angeles. The dirt road
we were traveling crested a ridgeline and we found
it covered with pig tracks.

The sun was getting high and the peak time for
finding pigs was just about to pass. I was getting
comfortable and enjoying the scenery. Thinking to
myself, “I could sure use a coffee right now,” I
tried to stretch my legs out while keeping hold of
my rifle between them.

“Look at that! There’s a big boar running up
that hill. Get out and shoot,” said Darrell, while
looking at me and pointing out the driver’s side
window.

I only caught a glimpse of tail from where I
was sitting as the pickup lurched to a stop. I popped
open the door with one hand, and as my boots

touched dirt, I was chambering a round in my rifle.
Coming around the end of the truck, I saw a big
boar, picking up speed as he headed straight for
the top of the hill. The angle of the morning sun-
light gave a red appearance to his coarse hair. He

had that mean Russian
look about him.
“Shoot! Shoot before he
gets over that hill.”
Darrell was out of the
truck and pointing. “Take
a rest, take a rest, he’s too
far out for offhand,”
Darrell shouted. Right
then it was hard to say
who was more excited.
I knelt behind the pickup
and tried to steady my

rifle. Boom! “Oh no,” I thought. “He’s moving too
fast for me to make a good shot.” Darrell was still
shouting to shoot, and the hog was starting to weave
in and out of the brush on the hillside.

Bang! Work the bolt and move. Boom! Work
the bolt and move. I could not get a good, clear
shot. The fear that this old hog was going to clear
the ridgeline was getting to be too much. “Slow
down,” I thought, “Wait for the shot.”

I pulled one round from my ammo pouch and
reloaded my now empty rifle. Kneeling behind the
pickup truck, I placed my hand on the fender, rested
the rifle between my thumb and outstretched fin-
gers. The crosshairs settled on that hog just as he
turned broadside.

Next thing I knew, I was watching the hog roll
downhill as Darrell was shaking my hand. “You
got ’im! You got ’im!” I don’t know whose smile
was the biggest.

Later, after we had field dressed and skinned
the boar, we went back and measured my shot. Us-
ing my Bushnell laser rangefinder, it proved to be
250 yards.

When we delivered the hog to the butcher, he
weighed 160 pounds. That would put his field
weight at 250 to 300 pounds. He had that true wild
boar look about him, including battle scars, so I
decided to have the old boy mounted. Good people,
beautiful country, and an exciting hunt.

Charles Stewart
Downey, Calif.

[Stewart is the first winner in California Hog
Hunter’s hunting story contest. He’ll get his choice
of two boxes of premium ammo from Winchester,
Federal or Speer. Details on the story and photo
contests are on page 3.]

Big boar bagged by reader on Tejon Ranch
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BLM’s Griswold Hills are a tough hunt

the northern portions — sometimes in sizeable num-
bers. This is strictly a “spot and stalk” hunting area.
Good binoculars will save you miles of hiking.

Like most public land hunting areas, the best
hunting will be found in the backcountry. In the
Griswold Hills, this means some serious trekking.
Good boots, a solid packframe, and lots of water
are essential components for any hunt in this area.
I’ve come out of the Griswold Hills an absolute
wreck, so expect the worst in rugged country.

While hunting these hills can be difficult, the
relatively open terrain provides the opportunity to
spot pigs at a distance and make an effective stalk.
Of course, every time I’ve shot a hog here it’s rolled
all the way to the bottom of the deepest canyon. If
you get the feeling that the Griswold Hills are not
high on my list of preferred hog spots, than you’ve
guessed correctly. This is a tough hunt and one that
demands tremendous physical exertion, a strong
commitment, and lots of “grit.” Simply put, there
are easier places to hunt. But if you really want a
hog, then at the right time of the year these hills
can and have produced.

A Panoche 7 1/2-minute USGS quad map,
along with the corresponding BLM map will be
important guides to prevent you from straying off
of public land. We have printed a portion of that
USGS map below with the approximate BLM
boundaries marked. The Hollister office of the BLM
also has a very good map available of this area.

— Durwood Hollis

This is steep, rugged, tough country and defi-
nitely not for the faint of heart. Dry, barren, and
foreboding, hunting the Griswold Hills can be feast,
or famine when it comes to finding wild hogs. Af-
ter the first rains in November and December, pigs
move across New Idria Road and forage in this
country. Since there is limited water available, the
best hunting is late winter and early spring. How-
ever, I’ve encountered hogs here as late as June.

Public access to this parcel of BLM ground is
located off of New Idria Road, just south of its
intersection with Panoche Road (locate this area
on page 21 of a Southern California DeLorme At-
las and Gazetteer at coordinates D-5). The access
point is only a couple of hundred yards wide, so
watch for signs delineating the entry point.

Also, be aware that Panoche Road off of I-5
may be impassable during and immediately follow-
ing a rain storm. The road is paved only part of the
way and where it turns to dirt it can become a real
muddy mess during heavy downpour. A better bet
during wet weather is to take the Mercy Springs
off-ramp and travel southwest from I-5 until you
hit New Idria Road. This road is paved.

The Griswold Hills are cut by deep canyons
and lots of rocky outcroppings. There is little cover
here, mostly juniper trees and grass. The deeper
you get into this country, the tougher things get.
The water here is hard to find, and in the summer
the region is almost completely devoid of moisture.
However, hogs do frequent these hills, especially
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Cross Country....
(Continued from Page 1)
decided to open a guide service again. Word spread
quickly that the Harden’s were back, and Cross
Country Outfitters — the name of the new busi-
ness — booked up rapidly.

The Hardens were able to squeeze Lee J. Hoots,
the executive editor at Petersen’s HUNTING maga-
zine and a field editor for Hog Hunter, and I along
on an April hunt this year. Neither of us had met
this crew before, and we were looking forward to
seeing the property and meeting these Central Coast
veterans.

Arriving at midday, we had a chance to meet
the brothers Harden at the family ranch and sit un-
der a sprawling oak tree in the shade and hear sto-
ries about years of hunting on the Central Coast.
You will learn several things quickly in the banter.
1) wild pig numbers are very good again and get-
ting even better; 2) they don’t tolerate unsafe gun
handling; 3) they are believers in the use of pre-
mium quality bullets and urge their hunters to shoot
Winchester Fair Safes, Barnes X-Bullets, Nosler
Partitions, Trophy Bonded bullets or similar slugs;

and 4) they will do everything in their power to get
you onto the pig you want (meat hog or trophy).

A visit to the range is essential to make sure
the gun is on, for the guide’s piece of mind as much
as yours, and they have a nice single-bench range.

The range is also where you will be given the
lecture on gun safety and their rules of the hunt:

The magazine is loaded and the action is left
open at all times so everyone knows that the gun is
safe with a simple glance. You do not close the
action until you are told to do so — even on a stalk.
It’s a good system that assures that the gun is al-
ways safe and everyone is comfortable. It also as-
sures that a hunter can jump into action with only
the closing of the action.

After shooting at the range and making sure
our guns were dead on, we left the ranch and al-
most immediately started seeing wild pigs. From a
half-mile away on an opposite ridge, we saw a group
of pigs feeding at the edge of a green barley field.
Driving around the pigs, we worked our way onto
their ridge, parked the truck, and then proceeded
down a spur ridge on foot toward the barley.

From the top of this ridge, we saw another
group of pigs down in another canyon, and then
Hoots spotted a light-colored boar just 40 yards

Lee J. Hoots (center) along with guides Tom (left) and August Harden (right) with a dry sow Hoots shot on a recent hunt.
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away on the other side of a barbed wire fence.

Hoots quickly decided that he’d try for the boar,
and he started working toward a fence post. This
would give him a rest and eliminate the worry about
trying to shoot between wire strands. But the breeze
moved our scent to some other pigs, and the boar
following the fleeing animals down into a canyon
and into thick brush..

Undaunted, we moved
on down the ridge, and the
pigs we’d seen feeding in the
barley were still there only
50 yards past the just-
spooked animals. Looking
them over with binoculars,
we could see one of the pigs
was a sow with piglets and
the other was a dry sow. Au-
gust whispered a question to
Lee and he nodded, and the
pair eased forward toward the two adult hogs and
piglets. The pigs were working right toward the
hunters, and Hoots flipped out his shooting sticks
and cradled the .308 in a shooting position.

I was right behind Lee with the camera point-
ing over his shoulder, and the dry sow heard or
sensed something and lifted her nose up and into
the wind, giving Lee a clear shot unobstructed by
barley. The .308 roared, the camera clicked, and
the pig was down kicking it’s last, a perfect head
shot.

The shot on the cover of this issue is the image
that was taken just a split second after Lee’s shot
as the pig staggered backward and went down, dust
flying from its coat.

Lee had collected a nice meat sow less than an
hour from leaving the ranch, and he made a clean
shot — in spite of getting nearly constant, good-
natured joking and heckling from both guides right
up until the final moments of the stalk.

After quickly field dressing the pig and load-
ing it in the truck, we almost immediately spotted
two more groups of wild pigs feeding, including
one group of sows that must have had 40 or 50
piglets. Around another bend in the road, there was
another group of three sows with that many piglets
again. A nice boar went across the road into some
heavy brush, and then we went around another cor-
ner and three lone pigs were feeding on a gentle
hillside of lush green only a quarter-mile away.

From the truck we glassed the pigs and saw no
piglets, so Tom and I bailed out and dropped down
the hillside, wind in our face, and snuck toward the
pigs, following the ridgeline until we were right
above them.

Inching over to the edge, the three pigs were
right below us feeding, bodies obscured by the tall

grass. As they worked up the hillside, they were
moving closer, so I edged up to a kneeling position
less than 100 feet from the animals. The wind was
a cross-breeze now, and suddenly, one of the three
pigs threw its head up looking right toward us. I
swung over to that pig and quickly made the shot,
and my meat sow was down, kicking weakly.

The two sows that Lee
and I shot were nearly the
same size — OK, his was
maybe five pounds bigger
— and the head shots didn’t
waste an ounce of meat.

Driving back to the ranch,
we saw several more groups
of pigs before reaching the
walk-in cooler. The cooler is
adjacent to a new bunkhouse
that is being built for guests.

The next morning, Lee
and I went for a leisurely tour of the ranch with
Tom to see the expanse of the lands they hunt, which
cover five different ranches out of San Miguel that
span more than 30,000 acres of rolling oak hill-
sides, barley fields, and steep, brushy canyons.

All of their hunting is spot-and-stalk for free-
ranging animals, and all their hunts are scheduled
for two days and cost a flat fee of $450 per hunter
per pig, whether a trophy or meat pig is bagged.
This includes field dressing and storage in the walk-
in cooler overnight, if needed. They also provide a
list of motels in the San Miguel and Paso Robles
area where hunters can stay.

If the hunter is not presented with a reasonable
shot during the hunt, half of the fee is refunded,
but with the booming pig population, it seems al-
most implausible that you wouldn’t get a number
of opportunities.

Tom and August  said they typically get about
100 pigs a year, and hunter success rates are very
high. The fact that they are fun guys to be with is a
bonus, and many customers are repeat clients. In
fact, they are booked up into September already
for this year. A particularly popular hunt is the
dove-pig combination in early September.

For information, contact Tom or August
Harden, Cross Country Outfitters, Inc., P.O. Box
3904, Paso Robles, CA 93447. Telephone: (805)
467-3947. E-Mail address: kf6gnm@tcsn.net. They
also have a  web site about the operation, general
information on wild pigs and their history. With
the first issue of Hog Hunter unavailable, the site
also has a story on bullet selection from that issue
that talks about the only slugs that are really ac-
ceptable for hog hunting. The web site address is:
www.tcsn.net/crosscountry.

— Jim Matthews

Ray Harden, one of California’s first hog guides.
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TEJON RANCH

Big Country Outfitters offers
archery hunts on 15,000 acres

Don Smith and Art Cane of Big Country Out-
fitters have a lease-agreement with the Tejon Ranch
to operate archery, spot-and-stalk hunts on 15,000
acres of this 280,000-acre ranch in southern Kern
County.

The hunts have been having a pretty incredible
30 to 60 percent hunter success rate “depending on
the group and the time of year,” said Smith of the
weekend hunts.

“Everybody is seeing a lot of pigs and the op-
portunities for shots are there, and we’ve had guys
get hogs well over 300 pounds,” said Smith.

The hunts cost $350 per hunter, plus an addi-
tional $25 for an annual insurance policy. The hunt
is from noon on Friday through noon Sunday, and
all lodging and transportation on the ranch is pro-
vided by Big Country. Smith calls the hunts “semi-
guided,” and all hunters need to bring is their own
hunting gear, sleeping gear, and food.

The area where these archery hunts take place
is not hunted by rifle hunters. The Tejon’s other
guided hog hunts occur on other parts of the ranch.

For information on the archery hunts, contact
Don Smith or Art Cane, Big Country Outfitters,
1882 E. Larch St., Simi, CA 93065. Telephone:
(805) 584-6283.

The Tejon also offers two other types of hunts.
A fully-guided operation, mostly for rifle hunters,
has had 100 percent success rate since hog hunting
began. There are also a pair of two-month seasons
for hunters who prefer an unguided option. The
first unguided season runs from February through
March, and the second is May through June each
year. You can purchase a one-hog permit for either
of those seasons for $400, while a two-hog permit
is $700. You can add additional hogs for the price
of $200 per hog.

The guided hunts cost $450 for one pig, and
$800 if you want a pair of hogs.

For information on these Tejon hunts, contact
Don Geivet, Tejon Ranch Company, P.O. Box
1000, Lebec, CA 93243. Telephone: (805) 248-
6774.

MULTIPLE USE MANAGERS

Dye Creek’s hog season
called its ̀ best year ever’

Dye Creek Preserve will finish up its hog sea-
son the end of May this year, and Gordon Long at
Multiple Use Managers is calling the season “prob-

ably our best ever in terms of numbers.”
Long said the ranch increased the number of

hunters it took this year because “pig numbers were
way up this year.” The average size of the pig was
in the 130 to 140-pound range, but pigs up to 275
pounds and above were taken.

The 37,000-acre Dye Creek Preserve is often
booked up a year in advance, and hunters who
would like to book on this popular location near
Red Bluff are encouraged to call well in advance
to get a spot during the December to May season.

All hunts include guides, 4x4 vehicles, food,
lodging, and care of your meat and/or trophy. The
rate if $650 for a basic two-day hunt, with a $200
trophy fee added if a big boar with two inches or
more of teeth showing is taken.

Long said that more than 140 hogs will have
been taken by the end of May.

Shamrock Ranch, which is also operated by
Multiple Use Managers, no longer has hog-only
hunts, according to Long, but hogs are offered as
optional animals on the trophy deer and elk hunts
on the ranch.

For information contact Multiple Use Manag-
ers, P.O. Box 1209, Minden, NV 89423. Telephone:
(775) 783-9628. E-mail: mum@nanosecond.com.
Web site: www.mumwildlife.com.

SAN JUAN HUNTING ADVENTURES

Dog specialists offer hog
hunts for reasonable rates

Ty Bryson of San Juan Hunting Adventures
guides hunters on a number of different ranches
near Paso Robles with a total area of 85,000 acres.

San Juan guides hunters for hogs, deer, upland
and small game. Standard fee is $400 per hog
hunter, with a $200 fee for an additional hog. Ev-
erything except accommodations and cutting and
wrapping of the game is covered by that price, and
on-site camping is available.

“I specialize in hunting wild boar with dogs
and have some of the best dogs on the West coast.
It is by far the most exciting way to hunt, but dog
hunters have been taking a bad rap lately,” said
Bryson.

Bryson said they guarantee their hunts when
dogs are used.

During a late April hunt with two hunters from
Utah, they caught nine pigs, including two 250-
pound class boars that were taken by the hunters,
but the big boars had broken teeth.

“Everybody thinks those big teeth are easy to
come by and are disheartened when they leave with
anything less,” said Bryson. “But we try to get
hunters what they want.”
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For information, contact Ty Bryson, San Juan

Hunting Adventures, 3013 SunRay Court, Bakers-
field, CA 93308. Telephone: (661) 399-1419. E-
Mail address: tybryso@zeus.kern.org.

THE COMPLETE LISTING

Current Guides and Outfitters
The following listing is run as a service to Hog

Hunter readers. Operations supporting California
Hog Hunter and our guides and outfitter evalua-
tion program have an asterisk (*) before the name
and are in bold type.

We try to keep this listing as complete and as
accurate as possible. Readers or outfitters are en-
couraged to provide corrections or additions.

A listing here does not mean the service is rec-
ommended by California Hog Hunter staff.

Copies of completed evaluation forms from
other hunters are available to readers so they can
make independent decisions on guides.

Arrow 5 Outfitters, Star Route 1, Box 64A,
Zenia, CA 95595. Contact: Jim Schaafsma. Tele-
phone: (707) 923-5504.

*Eldon Bergman, P.O. Box 1175, Templeton,
CA 93465. Telephone: (805) 238-5504.

Bighorn Ranch, 38061 Kehl Canyon Road,
Cherry Valley, CA 92223. Contact: Chuck or Jim
Wagner. Telephone: (909) 845-2754.

Jack Beghl’s Guide Service, 403 N. Suey Road,
Santa Maria, CA 93454. Contact: Jack Beghl. Tele-
phone: (805) 928-5376.

Blue Ridge Guide Service, 46438 Blue Ridge
Drive, Springville, CA 93265. Contact: Bill
Sweetser. Telephone: (559) 539-5102. E-mail ad-
dress: blueridge@jps.net.

Boaring Experiences Unlimited, P.O. Box 398,
Atascadero, CA 93423. Contact: Kyler Hamann.
Telephone: (805) 461-0294.

Boar’s Breath Guide Service, 1176 Buchon,
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. Contact: Jeff Wolcott.

Call Mountain Guide Service, 1600 Old Air-
line Highway, Paicines, CA 95043. Contact: Jack
Clark. Telephone: (831) 389-4535.

*Camp 5 Outfitters, P. O. Box 121,
Lockwood, CA 93922. Contact: Doug Roth or
Craig Rossier. Telephones: (805) 237-1201 or
(831) 386-0727.

Catalina Island Hunts, 4436 Sunview Drive,
Santa Maria, CA 93455. Contact: Dave Morgan.
Telephone: (805) 937-1074.

Central Coast Outfitters, 1520 E. Donovan
Road, Santa Maria, CA 93454. Contact: Alfred
Luis. Telephone: (805) 929-5239 evenings, (805)
922-7923 days.

Circle F Ranch, 23337 Fish Rock Road,
Yorkville, CA 95494. Contact: Kevin FioRito. Tele-

phone: (707) 895-3895.
Craig’s Guide Service, P.O. Box 188,

Kelseyville, CA 95451. Contact: Craig Van
Housen. Telephone: (707) 279-0422.

*Cross Country Outfitters, P.O. Box 3904,
Paso Robles, CA 93447. Contact: Tom or Au-
gust Harden. Telephone: (805) 467-3947. E-Mail
address: kf6gnm@tcsn.net

Easterbrook Ranch, 69621 Vineyard Canyon
Road, San Miguel, CA 93451. Contact: Sheryl
Easterbrook. Telephone is (805) 463-2476.

Gold Coast Outfitters, 28932 Silver Saddle
Circle, No. 204, Canyon Country, CA 91351. Con-
tact: Tom and Denise Curran. Telephone: (805)
252-9564.

Mike Hayes’ Guide Service, 7763 Berta Road,
Eureka, CA 95503. Contact: Mike Hayes. Tele-
phone: (707) 442-2191.

Hog Heaven, 29568 Chualar Canyon Road,
Chualar, CA 93925. Contact: Scott Wilkinson.
Telephone: (831) 679-2854.

Hog Wild, Mark Williams’ Hunting and Book-
ing Service, P.O. Box 1496, King City, CA 93930.
Contact: Mark Williams. Telephone (831) 385-
6321.

Hogs Wild, P.O. Box 355, Coalinga, CA
93210. Contact: Larry Greve. Telephone: (209)
935-5788.

Hunter Liggett Outdoor Recreation, P.O. Box
712, Jolon, CA 93928. Contact: Vic Robinson.
Telephone: (831) 386-2550.

Don Ingalls, 53100 Pine Canyon Road, King
City, CA 93930. Telephone: (831) 385-3754.

Alex Kuhnle, Star Route, Box 121, Santa
Margarita, CA 93453. Telephone: (805) 475-2341.

Lazy Arrow Outdoor Adventures, 9330
Camatta Creek Road, Santa Margarita, CA 93453.
Contact: Mark Morrison. Telephone: (805) 238-
7324.

*Multiple Use Managers, P.O. Box 1209,
Minden, NV 89423. Contact: Gordon Long.
Telephone: (775) 783-9268. E-mail address:
mum@nanosecond.net.

Murray Outfitters, P.O. Box 858, Pismo Beach,
CA 93448. Contact: William Murray. Telephone:
(805) 546-2801.

Mustang Guide Service, P.O. Box 2144, King
City, CA 93930. Contact: Frank Morasci. Tele-
phone: (408) 385-5628.

Redwood Empire Outdoor Adventures, P.O.
Box 757, Miranda, CA 95553. Contact: Ken Bow-
man. Telephone: (707) 943-3083.

Rock Springs Ranch, 11000 Old Hernandez
Road, Paicines, CA 95043. Contact: Ken or Nola
Range. Telephone: (800) 209-5175 or (831) 385-
5242.

San Juan Hunting Adventures, 3013 Sun Ray
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Court, Bakersfield, CA 93308. Contact: Ty Bryson.
Telephone: (661) 399-1419. E-Mail address:
tybryso@zeus.kern.org.

Pete Scardina, 189A Cachagua Road, Carmel
Valley, CA 93924. Telephone (408) 659-4433.

Nessen Schmidt, Oasis Route, Box 105, King
City, CA 93930. Telephone: (831) 385-1335.

Solitude Guiding Service, 3557 Piner Road,
Santa Rosa, CA 95401. Contact: Scott Galloway.
Telephone: (707) 545-7049.

Ed Sparling, 5420 Comstock Road, No. B,
Hollister, CA 95023. Telephone: (831) 631-7770.

Stag Peak Hunts, 166 Paradise Road, Santa
Barbara, CA 93105. Contact: Jim McKibbin. Tele-
phone: (805) 967-5372.

*Tejon Ranch Company, P.O. Box 1000,
Lebec, CA 93243. Contact: Don Geivet. Tele-
phone: (805) 248-6774.

White Deer Ranch, 5902 Penfield Avenue,
Woodland Hills, CA 91367. Contact: Mike Toth.
Telephone: (818) 888-5902.

Wild Kingdom Ranch, 2516 Horseshoe Drive,
Santa Rosa, CA 95405. Contact: John Galeazzi.
Telephone: (707) 528-1817.

Wild Pig Hunting, Inc., P.O. Box 60, Yorkville,
CA 95494. Contact: Ken Whittaker. Telephone:
(707) 894-3280.

Williamson Brothers Wild Hog Hunts, 288
Echo Valley Road, Salinas, CA 93907. Contact:
Phillip or Dwight Williamson. Telephone: (408)
663-4980 or (408) 663-3568.

Tom Willoughby, P.O. Box 1466, King City,
CA 93930. Telephone: (831) 385-3003.

Work’s Wildlife Management, 77502 Hog Can-
yon Road, San Miguel, CA 93451. Contact: Bert
Claassen. Telephone: (805) 467-3262.

Sportsman’s Clubs
The following organizations offer hunters ac-

cess to leased properties through an annual mem-
bership.
     Golden Ram Sportsman’s Club, 840 Hinckley
Road, No 250, Burlingame, CA 94010. Telephone:
(650) 692-6670.

Wilderness Unlimited, 20654 Corsair Blvd.,
Haywood, CA 94545. Telephone: (510) 785-4868.

HUNT EVALUATIONS

The Good, the Bad & the Ugly
The following comments are from the Guides

& Outfitter Evaluation forms we have received re-
cently — both good and bad. We will drop guides
or outfitters from our listings if we consistently
receive bad ratings.

We’d like to encourage all readers to fill out
these forms for all the hog hunts they take, whether

the hunts are good or bad, successful or not. This
will allow other readers to make informed decisions.

��� �  TEJON RANCH
Hunter comment: “The terrain is perfect. It was

not crowded with other hunters, and the guide knew
every square inch of the ranch. He knew where the
hogs were moving in the morning, and the areas
where they are bedding down during the day. The
highlight of the hunt would be when I saw a herd
of pigs running. There were at least 20 or more in
the herd.”

Hunter Comment: “Darrell Francis is a great
guy.”

��� �  WHITE DEER RANCH
Hunter Comment: “We had to hunt the second

morning on our own. About 10:30 a.m. we found
the ranch house and woke up our guide! Both my
uncle and I got our pigs, but it still wasn’t what I
expected.”

��� �  CENTRAL COAST OUTFITTERS
Hunter comment: “Guides are dedicated,

knowledgeable, and cater to your needs. We saw
many pigs each day. It was a great hunt.”

��� �  MUSTANG GUIDE SERVICE
Hunter Comment: “We saw 50-plus pigs and I

got to pick and choose which one I wanted. Frank
(Morasci) is very knowledgeable about the area we
were hunting. Frank’s dogs are also the best I’ve
ever seen work on hogs.”

��� �  BOARING EXPERIENCES
Hunter Comment: “There were no problems

with this hunt other than my getting exciting and
missing the first morning. That was my fault, not
the guide’s.

“I hunted with three friends and we had 100
percent success. Everyone wants to go again. This
was my second hunt with Boaring Experiences and
absolutely will not be the last. If you want a great
time and a quality hunt, see Kyler (Hamman).”

��� �  HIGH MARKS
The following operations also received recom-

mendations from readers and good marks on the
check-off boxes in the Guides & Outfitter evalua-
tion form: Camp 5 Outfitters, Eldon Bergman, Big
Country Outfitters, and Work’s Wildlife Manage-
ment (Burt Claassen).

(If there was not a copy of the Guides & Out-
fitter evaluation form with this newsletter, you can
call the Hog Hunter office at 909-887-3444 and
we will send you out as many copies of the form as
you need.)
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Dandy Saw tops for game care
Knowledgeable hunters realize that there is a

direct correlation between prompt and adequate
primary big game field care and the flavor of meat
that is served at the table. When it comes to wild
hogs, no other fact is closer to the truth. In com-
parison to other types of game meats, wild pork is
far more prone to spoilage. Thus, it is important to
cool a hog carcass as
quickly as possible after
harvest. This necessi-
tates immediate field
dressing, skinning, and
quartering. The tool of
choice in this game
butchering activity is a
portable meat saw.

In my more than 20
years of hog hunting in
California, I’ve had an
opportunity to use a wide
variety of meat saws.
Saws from Big Buck
Game Care Products,
Buck Knives, Browning,
Coghlan’s, Dandy Saw,
Gerber, Micheal’s of Or-
egon (Uncle Mike’s),
Wyoming Saw Com-
pany, and Fold-a-Saw, at
one time or another have
all found their way into
my game care gear.

Some of these tools
offered compact fixed-
blades, others featured
folding lock-blades. In
all candor, every saw did
the job. However, some models championed over
others with enhanced cutting power and user ease.

Interestingly, the Dandy Saw alone earned the
“Get Serious Saw” title from one of my outdoor
writer hunting companions after just one use. We
had managed to knock down a couple of sizeable
meat hogs one morning in the heat of summer. Af-
ter initial field dressing, we hauled the pigs to a
shady spot and skinned both animals. Wanting to
ensure adequate cooling of the meat, we decided to
split the carcasses down the middle. This is always
a tough job because hog vertebrae is thick and
heavy.

My companion started cutting through the spi-
nal column of his pig and his saw quickly bogged
down. He had watched me use a Dandy Saw on a

previous occasion, so asked to use my saw. In no
time he had the pig cut into two halves and he had
hardly raised a sweat.

“This is a get serious saw,” he said.
From that initial use, he has always regarded

the Dandy Saw as a “Get Serious” tool.
Made from Swedish bandsaw steel, this high-

carbon alloy Dandy saw
blade was especially de-
veloped for cutting meat
and bone. The blade steel
is resilient enough to re-
sist blade tooth chipping.
The tooth cutting angle
is precisely set to afford
maximum cutting attack
without clogging and
binding in the work.

Dandy saw
handles are made from a
birch laminate for added
strength. The handle is
finished with a low-lus-
ter shellac that offers an
excellent gripping sur-
face and eliminates blis-
tering. Two easily re-
movable bolts connect
handle to saw blade. One
of the best features of
this saw is that the
handle can be removed
from the blade, and the
blade resharpened by
hand or machine at any
saw shop.

The saw comes
in a camouflage nylon protective sheath and is re-
tained by means of a simple snap fastener. Several
saw blade sizes are offered, but the compact 12-
inch model has been my choice for several trips to
the field. I’ve even used the saw to prune the trees
in my yard.

I’ve used the Dandy saw on countless hogs and
its always performed flawlessly. Indeed, if you want
to “get serious” about quartering a hog, then this is
the tool that will get the job done. In fact, the best
way to describe this saw is to simply say, “It’s a
Dandy!”

For more information, contact Dandy Saw,
Robertson Enterprises, P. O. Box 1711, Cody, WY
82414. Telephone: (800) 548-5748.

— Durwood Hollis

From top to bottom, the Dandy Saw, the Buck “Sawbuck,”
Michael’s of Oregon saw, Coghlan’s “Sierra Saw, and the
Browning game saw. All work. The Dandy works the best.
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Wounded boar attacks hunter
I’m asked several times per week if I have had

any clients injured by charging boars. My answer
has always been the same, “No, but we’ve had some
close calls and a large wounded boar can be dan-
gerous.” My answer will have to change now.

One Sunday morning in January, a client named
Jeff and I made a stalk on a feeding boar in a steep
canyon north of Parkfield. At 120 yards, Jeff took
a shot off of his knees while the boar was feeding
broadside to us. The boar immediately ran down-
hill into the brush and never came out, and due to
his reaction at the shot, we assumed he was hit.

I asked Jeff to wait where he had shot from for
a good, safe vantage point while I went to look for
the boar in the brush. As I was locating the trail
where the boar had gone into the brush, I heard
him crash across the steep canyon below me. As it
ran through the thick chemise across from me, I
took a shot at him. He instantly fell, slid backward
down the hill a few feet, and lay still. After a few
seconds he began to quiver as typical with a head
or neck shot. In an instant he sprang up and ran
into some dense brush down the canyon below Jeff.

Jeff threw rocks into the brush to try to spook
out the boar for a safe follow-up shot. As Jeff got
closer to the chemise, he knelt down to peer into
the thick bushes. I heard him say he could see some-
thing that possibly had blood on it laying ahead of
him in the brush. He was on all fours looking into
the brush, and in mid-sentence, I heard his descrip-
tion change abruptly to screams as the boar blind-
sided him from the left. The boar’s tusks tore into
the back of Jeff’s arm, and as he struggled to stand,
he was sent cartwheeling down the steep canyon.

Jeff landed on his feet, still holding his .30-06.
He said he was OK and I asked him to move away

from the brush as I worked my way toward him.
By the time I got to him he already had a handker-
chief out to tie around his arm to stop the blood
that was quickly soaking his shirt and pants.

After the bleeding was slowed, Jeff’s first com-
ment was, “We’ve got to go back and get that pig.”
I told him we need to get him looked at first, so we
made the 35 minute drive off the ranch to the paved
road to get Jeff some medical care. His injuries
weren’t life threatening, but his wound needed to
be cleaned properly and he required stitches.

Jeff’s hunting partner Bill and I went back to
finish the boar later that day. To our surprise, the
pig wasn’t the nasty beast we had expected. He
was about 180 pounds, had tusks that measured
only 1 1/4-inches, and was about 60 percent white.
Jeff is not a little man, he is probably 6-feet, two-
inches tall and 220 pounds, and he’s in great shape.
To see how that pig cut up Jeff’s arm with the rela-
tively little tusks and shoved him down the hill was
impressive. It really makes me wonder what a big
boar could do.

Although I have guided 11 years and had not
had a client injured, I have had several close calls.
This will make me even more vigilant about mak-
ing sure clients are not near wounded animals.

A lesson everyone can learn from this was that
although Jeff had sighted in his rifle the day before
the hunt, it was still shooting five inches to the left.
That was better than the several feet it was shoot-
ing to the left before sighting in, and the hunters
thought that was “close enough.” With the boar
facing to the right, the bullet had hit just a few
inches to the left of the diaphragm in the gut.

Kyler Hamann
Boaring Experiences Unlimited
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