
“The hogs are back,” said hog guide Doug Roth. “It’s almost as good as
the mid-1980s.”

Doug Roth is a licensed guide and the cooperator, along with Craig Rossier,
of Camp 5 Outfitters. As a resident of the Central Coast for a number years,
Roth watched as the boar population peaked and then crashed during the
prolonged drought period during the late 1980s and 1990s.

The last few years
have brought increas-
ingly more moisture
during the critical win-
ter and early spring
months, especially dur-
ing this El Niño year.
With this added rain
both croplands and na-
tive grasses have ben-
efited. Now, year-
around food and water
sources can be found on
both private and public
land. In turn, the wild
boar have made a dra-

matic comeback.
“Just a few years ago, I can remember finding the remains of dead hogs

next to dried up springs and ponds. There just wasn’t enough available water
for them to survive during the heat of summer. The forage situation was even
worse. When we did manage to find a pig, they were lean as boot leather,”
said Roth. “All that’s changed the last few years. The past couple of week-
ends my hunters were tagged out the first evening they were in the field.”

I can recall saying to myself, it’ll have to go some to beat the mid-1980s.
During those salad years of hog hunting on private ground, it wasn’t uncom-
mon to see a 100 or more hogs any morning or evening. Even on public land,
my own hog hunting efforts ran a solid 50 percent success rate.  Considering
that about 10 percent of the California’s deer hunters are successful in any
given year, hunting for hogs during the 1980s was wildly successful.

Dave Campbell, Associate Editor with Western Outdoor News, joined
me as we met Doug Roth at his hunting headquarters in the Bradley area, just
off Highway 101. To put Roth to the test, we had timed our arrival for a late

(Continued on Page 6, See “Camp 5 Outfitters....”)
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Coastal hog numbers up

Mike Jordan finishes off a pig with his .45 at close range
during a Camp 5 Outfitters hunt. Pig numbers are up here,
and throughout the foothills of the Central Coast.
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     California Hog Hunter is published
four times per year with issues coming
out each quarter. Issues will  usually
arrive in your mailbox in March, June,
September, and December, but they may
come earlier, depending on how diligent
we are in getting the letter out instead of
hunting.
     California Hog Hunter is dedicated
to bringing you information on where
the hunting is best for hogs throughout
the state on both public and private
lands. There will be detailed informa-
tion on at least one public land spot per
issue. This is detailed information that is
simply not available from any other
source.
     Price is $49 for a single year mail
subscription, or $15 for single issues.
     The Guides & Outfitters section is
paid advertising, but we update the
information with news for each listing
every issue. Guides, outfitters, and
ranches that offer hunting  should
contact us for rate information.
     Readers are encouraged to provide
their feedback on our public and private
land coverage. We will run your
comments and discoveries — good or
bad — in our News & Updates section.
We especially encourage your feedback
on guided and ranch hunting operations
so we can pass that on to other readers.
     A note on Xeroxing and faxing of
this newsletter to others: Don’t do it. It
is against the law and it cheapens the
value of this exclusive product for you
and the other subscribers.

Editor & Publisher

Jim Matthews
(909) 887-3444 office
(909) 887-8180 fax

E-Mail Addresses:
j_matthews@compuserve.com
odwriter@aol.com

Senior Field Editor:

Durwood Hollis

Field and Consulting Editors:

John Higley, Lee J. Hoots,
Andy McCormick,
Bob Robb, Rick Rockel &
Jerry Springer

Address all mail communication to:

California Hog Hunter
P.O. Box 9007
San Bernardino, CA 92427

This project is one of those things that has been on a
backburner for a long time, let simmer in thought, and
processed in brain cells.

Durwood Hollis had been looking at a copy of my
Western Birds newsletter and said that we should do some-
thing similar with pigs. It was not a new thought to me. The
pig newsletter idea had been brewing in my brain for some
time, too. But Durwood somehow sold me on the urgency of
the idea one evening around Christmas. So a month later, as
we drove to the SHOT Show together, I had something to
show Durwood. There were some page mock-ups in my
briefcase. At the show, we showed the mock-ups to Bob
Robb, a longtime hunting chum, and the author of the book
Hunting Wild Boar in California. We also bounced the idea
off a dozen other writer-hunting friends to get their reaction
to the idea of a pig hunting newsletter. Everyone seemed to
agree that the time was right for a newsletter devoted to hog
hunting if, if it were done correctly.

There were some varying opinions on what constituted
being done right, and we see this as a work in progress that
can change in time with your feedback and suggestions.
Everyone agreed that the newsletter needed to be driven by
current information. As hunters, we all want to know where
the hunting is best right now so we can plan our trips. We
want to know what to expect if we are going to hunt a piece
of public land or a private ranch. We want to know if a
guide, who might be going through a divorce, is doing a
crummy job with his clients. We want to know if a line of
bullets is failing to do the job on wild pigs. The bottom line
is that we want information.

California Hog Hunter is about getting you information.
There will be a lot of information on private land opportuni-
ties because that is where the bulk of the hunting for pigs
takes place, but we will also be bringing you detailed infor-
mation on public land opportunities, with maps and direc-
tions and tips on hunting those spots. I suspect that Durwood
and Bob have shot more pigs on public land than any 10
other hunters have killed in their careers — public or private
land — and you will learn about the traditional spots from
them. We will also be following up leads throughout the state
about other public land spots where a guy with a backpack
and some hog sense can kill pigs on his own.

This first issue will give you a sense of where we are
going with the newsletter, but we also expect it will change
and, hopefully, grow over time. Your feedback will be crucial
to that process. Let us know what you think.
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WILD PIG FOUNDATION

Hog Hunter offers discount
subscriptions to members

The Wild Pig Foundation kicked off in March,
1997 and currently has over 300 members state-
wide. The organization’s goals are simple: “to pre-
serve a healthy population of wild pigs, to provide
legal hunting on public and private land, to assist
in the removal of ‘nuisance’ pigs, and to intervene
in wasteful depredation practices.”

California Hog Hunter is offering a reduced-
rate subscription of $35 to Wild Pig Foundation
members.

For more information on the foundation, write:
the Wild Pig Foundation, 1370 Vander Way, San
Jose, CA 95112 or call (408) 776-8900.

FORT HUNTER LIGGETT

Fees see a slight increase for
the 1998-99 hunting season

Hunting fees at Fort Hunter Liggett, the huge
military preserve on the Central Coast, have gone
up slightly for the coming year. Beginning July 1,
the annual hunting permit will cost $70, up from
the $65 charged to civilians this past year. The two-
day permit will remain at $25.

Hunters can purchase the permits in advance
by mail, or they may be purchased — with an ad-
ditional service fee added on — at the Hunter
Liggett Campground Store.

For information, contact the campground store
at (408) 386-2550. You can also call the base on
weekends at (408) 386-2677 or (408) 386-2214
for additional information.

HANDS-ON SHOOTING SHOW

Shooting Sports Fair returns
to Raahauge’s early this June

The original hands-on gun show — where you
can actually shoot all the firearm products you’ve
ever dreamed of owning — will resume this year.
The Raahauge’s Shooting Sport Fair will be held
June 5, 6, 7 in Norco at the Raahauge ranges.

For over a decade, the Shooting and Hunting
Sports Fair was held from the late 1970s through
the 1980s. It became a spring right for shooters
and hunters. The last year of the show, it attracted
more than 20,000 people. It was the only gun show
open to the public where all of the newest sporting
firearms could actually be shot for a small fee to
cover the cost of ammunition.
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“At the last show, we shot 500 pounds of BBs

out of BB guns — can you imagine how many kids
were there?” said Mike Raahauge, originator of the
event. “We shot 55,000 rounds of .22 (rimfire am-
munition) and 127,500 shotgun shells at clay tar-
gets — that’s 254 cases of shells and 15 pallets of
clay targets.”

The shooting booths are represented by virtu-
ally every major firearm maker in the nation, and
they will have their newest products on hand. And
you will not only be able to handle them, but shoul-
der and shoot them.

There’s nothing like it anywhere else in the
nation.

CAMP ROBERTS

1997 pig harvest sets record
on Central Coast military base

The 1997 season at Camp Roberts saw a record
46 wild hogs taken during the weekend hunting
operation that ran from the end of July through early
January this year. This is the most ever taken at the
Central Coast military base.

There were a total of 2,333 hunters who shot
43 deer (26 bucks and 17 antlerless), 46 wild pigs,
29 cottontails, three jackrabbits, 1,691 doves, 515
quail, 77 ducks, and 12 turkeys.

This year’s first-ever spring turkey season saw
five birds taken by 49 hunters, according to Julie
Eliason, base biologist. The two-day hunt was held
April 25-26 and there were also four wild pigs taken
during the two hunting days, kicking the 1998 sea-
son off to a good start.

For more information about hunting the base,
call the recorded information line at (805) 238-
8167.

Think of Hog Hunter as the Consumer
Reports of pig hunting where you can help
fellow hunters go to the right places or avoid
the bad ones.

Each issue will include a hunting report
form for subscribers to fill out on guides and
outfitters, and these completed forms will be
available for a small copying fee to other
subscribers.

If this issue does not have a form, call
the California Hog Hunter office at 909-
887-3444, and we’ll send you one or two.

Hog Hunter wants feedback on
guiding and outfitting operators
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The best adjective to describe this more than
2,000 acre piece of Bureau of Land Management
property and at the end of Slack Canyon Road,
northwest of Parkfield, is — brush, brush, and more
brush! But it is all this brush that makes it an at-
tractive area for bedding pigs.

The huge holding only has one public access
point at the end of Slacks Canyon Road, where the
BLM land spills over for an acre or two to the east.
The greater part of the holding lies west of the road
and spreads out in a vast undulating carpet of chap-
arral. The map with this story shows you the rough
boundaries of the property. There is some additional

Stockdale Mountain still producing pigs
public land to the north of where the map on this
page ends, and hunters will want to make sure they
get the Bureau of Land Management Paso Robles
and Coalinga 30x60 minute land status quads for
this region. The bulk of Stockdale Mountain is
shown on the Paso Robles map, but the area to the
north of the map below is on the Coalinga map.
While you could use this map in Hog Hunter for
your navigation, it would be wise to  pick up the
U.S. Geological Survey 7 1/2-minute maps
Stockdale Mountain, shown below, and Smith
Mountain, which is located directly to the north.

The trick when attempting to hunt Stockdale

This map roughly shows the public land property boundry
on  the USGS Stockdale Mountain 7 1/2-minute quad. The
five small black squares are the approximate locations where

we have killed hogs on this parcel. Note that the kill sites
are about as far away from the access point in the upper
right corner of the map as you can get.
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Mountain is getting to the good stuff. My advice is
to follow the bottom of one of the shallow canyons
that lead up the mountain from the end of the road
(you may have to switch from one to another) to
get up to the ridgeline, and then travel southwest.
The best hunting will be found at the extreme west-
ern and southern side of the property. In this part
of the holding, a margin of oak-grassland borders
the chaparral and trails off into several draws. The
area offers food (acorns, wild oats, mushrooms,
berries, etc.), and here you can find pigs early and
late in the day. If left undisturbed, hogs will even
bed up under the oaks. You should plan on hiking
at least two to three miles before you are able to do
any serious hunting, but you will sometimes come
across pigs in the main canyon that runs north and
south just west of Stockdale Mountain peak.

As with most big game animals, pigs tend to
bed down on the cooler northeast facing slopes,
especially when the weather begins to warm, and
you should concentrate your glassing efforts in these
areas through the part of the day when the pigs are
not active.

A couple of tiny water seeps can be found deep
in the heart of this property. About two miles of
hiking (not as the crow flies) into the holding, at
the southwestern corner, there is a sizeable pond
not shown on our map. Property lines are not de-
lineated very well on this part of the parcel, but my
reading of the BLM map places the north side of
this pond in public domain. North and west of this
area you’ll find some limited grassland where hogs
can be spotted from a distance. Many of the draws
that run east back into heavy chaparral also have
some limited open areas that lend themselves to
“spot and stalk” hunting.

Pigs use Stockdale Mountain primarily as a
bedding area. Because of the heavy brush, it’s al-
most impossible to approach bedded hogs without
spooking them. Once pushed from their beds, the
animals are unlikely to return to these same bed-
ding areas in the immediate future, ruining your
opportunities for getting a pig in this same area on
future hunts.

Your best bet will be spotting pigs feeding in
the open, away from the bedding areas. To accom-
plish this, you’ll need to hike to the backcountry
prior to daylight — or the day before if you like to
backpack and camp out under the stars. If the pros-
pect of covering several miles of tough terrain in
the dark or spending the night on the ground isn’t
too appealing, then you better forego hunting
Stockdale Mountain.

Since there’s no vehicle access to this piece of
property, you’ll need a backpack or a game cart to

Stockdale Mountain.... haul out your kill should you be successful. This is
probably the toughest part of hunting Stockdale
Mountain. None of the uphill climbs are all that
difficult, it’s just that there are lots of ups and
downs, as you can tell by the map. If you thor-
oughly hunt this area, exploring all of the small
canyons on the west side of the property and pok-
ing in and out of the steep canyons on the north,
you can expect to hike 10 to 15 miles.

You should concentrate your efforts early and
late in the day when pigs are most active. How-
ever, in midwinter through spring during an over-
cast or drizzly day, it is possible to find hogs out in
the open all day long. For one-day hunts, take plenty
water, some food, and a jacket. Because of the dis-
tance you’ll need to travel to get to the best hunt-
ing, plan to leave well before daylight and expect
to return to your vehicle well after dark — espe-
cially if you are lucky enough to score a hog.

Stockdale Mountain is perhaps one of the best-
known public land spots in California, but it still
consistently produces wild pigs for those hunters
who are willing to invest a little sweat and dili-
gence. Hunters need to be decent map-readers so
they don’t stray onto nearby private lands. I have
transferred the BLM landownership information
over to my USGS quads as carefully as possible so
I don’t trespass.

To reach the Stockdale Mountain hunting area,
take Highway 101 to San Miguel. For those of you
with the Southern & Central California Atlas &
Gazetteer by DeLorme Mapping Company, this is
on page 45. Take the San Miguel exit and take River
Road from the middle of this small town east to
Indian Valley Road. Go north on Indian Valley to
Vineyard Canyon Road. Turn right (northeast) on
Vineyard Canyon and go approximately 15 miles
to Slacks Canyon Road. Turn left (northwest) on
Slacks Canyon and follow this road about six miles
to the public land access point. In total, the BLM
access is about 23 miles from San Miguel.

All of these roads are marked on the DeLorme
map book, and the place where Slacks Canyon
Road first crosses BLM land is right at the top of
page 45.

A word of warning: For some reason, I’ve en-
countered more rattlesnakes on my way into and
out of Stockdale Mountain than any other piece of
country along the Central California coast. Exer-
cise caution when traversing any of the shallow
canyons and draws in the dark. You are apt to run
into a snake anywhere. Watch where you put your
hands and place your feet, but don’t let the snakes
deter you from hunting this piece of ground — es-
pecially with the way the hog numbers have re-
bounded throughout the Central Coast.

— Durwood Hollis
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(Continued from Page 1)
afternoon hunt. If there really were as many hogs
as Doug had promised, then at least we might see
some pigs before nightfall.

After stowing our gear in the lodge, we made
our way up a long winding ridge that overlooked
several grain-
fields. Even
though the grain
was just begin-
ning to mature,
several new hog
trails leading to
the grain were al-
ready evident.

“When things
dry up about mid-
August, all of
those trails you
see in the distance
will become ma-
jor hog highways
to the grain,” said
Roth.

Just then, a
group of pigs emerged from one of the grainfields
and could be seen trotting single-file toward heavy
cover. It was time to put aside daydreaming about
August and get serious about hunting.

“Let’s go. I want to put a couple of hogs in the
cooler before dark,” said Doug confidently.

It didn’t take long to find what we were look-
ing for. Working our way down a ridge, we sighted
a dozen pigs about a half a mile away feeding un-
der some oak trees. Dave Campbell wanted to take
a hog with his handgun, so we planned a down-
wind stalk that would put us in position for a close
shot

It was easy enough to stalk within 100 yards
or so of pigs, but during our final approach a dis-
tant gunshot seemed to make the animals uneasy.
Without any warning the surly beasts simply dis-
appeared into some nearby brush. The wind was
solidly in our faces, so I didn’t think that it was our
scent that caused all of the commotion. However,
when it comes to hunting wild boar, anything is
possible.

On our way back to the truck, bad luck turned
into good fortune. On the opposite ridge another
group of pigs was headed right toward our posi-
tion. If things were right this time, the new group
of hogs definitely had the potential to redeem us
from our previous failure.

Hiking down slope to within 30 yards of the

Camp 5 Outfitters....nearest boar, Dave positioned himself for a shot.
As luck would have it, a rock rolled out from be-
neath my feet during the stalk and scattered the
animals. However, shooting a Smith and Wesson
wheel-gun, chambered in .44 Magnum, Campbell
managed to score on a nice “meat” pig. Likewise, I
was able to get a hog in my scope long enough to
put the score at a hog apiece.  Afterward, I checked
my watch and noted that we had been in the field

slightly less than
two hours.
If you hunted

wild boar during
the 1980s, then
you’ll be gratified
to know that truly,
“the hogs are
back.” However,
if you’re new to
wild boar hunt-
ing, then it’s time
to break into the
best that Califor-
nia has to offer in
big game hunting.
Whether you’re
hunting private
ground or public

land, it just doesn’t get any better than right now.
— Durwood Hollis

Hunt Information
Outfitter/Guide:  Doug Roth and Craig

Rossier, Camp 5 Outfitters, P. O. Box 121,
Lockwood, CA 93922. Telephone: (408) 385-0358,
this is also a fax line.

Area Facts: Camp 5 has a number of private
ranches totalling more than 40,000 acres. Rossier
and Roth added two news ranches to their hunting
leases last year. All of the areas they hunt are lo-
cated north of Paso Robles, between Lockwood and
Bradley, with properties on both sides of Highway
101. Camp 5 offers hunts for centerfire rifle and
handgun shooters, muzzleloading enthusiasts, and
archers. All hunting is spot-and-stalk. No dogs are
used.

Costs: A two-day wild boar hunt runs $450,
with guide services, access to private land, trans-
portation in the field, field dressing, skinning, and
cooler meat storage included in the cost.  Food and
lodging are extra but both are available on site and
are highly recommended.

Booking: Camp 5 is booking two to three
months in advance for weekend hunts. Mid-week
hunts can be arranged with shorter notice. A 50
percent deposit is necessary to confirm hunt dates.

Payton Miller of Guns & Ammo magazine takes aim at a Camp 5 hog with
his handgun. The ranch offers exclusively spot-and-stalk hunting.
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TEJON RANCH

Wild pig hunting offered close
to Los Angeles-area sportsmen

The sprawling Tejon Ranch, 280,000-acres in
southern Kern County that is less than two hour’s
drive from downtown Los Angeles, is a newcomer
to the pig hunting game. Wild pigs were not on the
ranch as little as 10 years ago, but a bulldozer took
down a fence at a nearby hunting preserve during a
wildfire and a number of  pigs escaped.

The rest is history. Even though the ranch staff
initially tried to eliminate the pigs with a shoot-on-
sight policy, the prolific animals are now well es-
tablished and the ranch has simply integrated hogs
into the extensive game management program on
the property.

Game manager Don Geivet said he expects to
kill over 100 hogs this year, really the first season
they have been promoting their pig hunting, and
the Tejon is offering two types of hunts. A fully-
guided two-day hunt for a single pig is $450 and a
second pig can be added for $350. There is also an
unguided hunt offered, where a hunter gets an ori-
entation and a key to the ranch gates after check-
ing in each visit. Cost is $400 for a single pig and
$700 for two hogs. These unguided hunts are al-
lowed only during two time periods. The first this
year was from Feb. 6-March 26, while the second
is ongoing, running from May 1-June 27.

The Tejon also offers hunts for deer, bear,
pronghorn antelope, Rocky Mountain elk, upland
birds, and varmints.

For information, contact Don Geivet, Tejon
Ranch Company, P.O. Box 1000, Lebec, CA
93243. Telephone: (805) 248-6774.

CENTRAL COAST OUTFITTERS

Jalama Ranch offers hog hunt
within sight of the Pacific Ocean

The Jalama Ranch is one of the most beautiful
ranches on the California coastline and Central
Coast Outfitters is the exclusive guiding and book-
ing agent for the 25,000-acre property located near
Lompoc off Highway 1.

Alfred Luis and Nick Ewing are partners in
the operation and guide Jason Bumann work with
the pair in this operation that took over 100 pigs
from this scenic property in 1997.

Fees are $390 for a one-day hunt, with an ad-
ditional trophy fee of $150 if the boar has 2 1/2-
inch or longer teeth. If a second day of hunting is
needed, the guide fee is $90, and a second meat
sow can be added for $150 or a boar for $240. No
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lodging is provided for these fees, but there are
many motels and campgrounds nearby.

For information, contact Alfred Luis, Central
Coast Outfitters, 1540 Primavera Lane, Nipomo,
CA 93444. Telephone: (805) 929-5239 evenings,
(805) 922-7923 days.

HUNTER-LIGGETT RECREATION

Hog hunting ‘class’ offered at
Central Coast military base

Vic Robinson of the Hunter-Liggett Camp-
ground Store offers a unique fee hunt that is de-
signed to teach hunters how to hunt the military
base for wild pigs on their own.

The cost is $110 per day per person, excluding
the Hunter-Liggett hunting permit, and up to eight
hunters are given a classroom session in the store
and then taken onto the base and taught how to
find pigs. Robinson said the classes have a 90 per-
cent success rate in finding pigs, although not that
many hunters score, especially when the class size
is maxed out at eight hunters. This represents a
great opportunity for first-time Hunter-Liggett pig
hunters.

For information, contact Vic Robinson, Hunter
Liggett Outdoor Recreation, P.O. Box 712, Jolon,
CA 93928. Telephone: (408) 386-2550.

EASTERBROOK RANCH

Quality and high success mark
this San Miguel-area ranch

The Easterbrook Ranch in San Miguel on the
Central Coast is maintained as a quality hunting
experience with no more than two hunts per month
taking place on this property.

The hunts are run by Jeff Wolcott of Boar’s
Breath Guide Service and they are all spot-and-
stalk hunting. Hunters can stay at the rustic cabin
right in the middle of the hunting area. The cabin
doesn’t have indoor plumbing, and hunters who stay
here must bring their own food, drinks, bedding,
and ice.

Price for a weekend hunt (Friday evening
through Sunday), including stay at the cabin, is
$400 per hunter, and there is an additional $150
fee if a second hog is taken. Because of light hunter
pressure success rates approach 100 percent. Dove
and quail hunting are also offered in combination
with hog hunts.

For information, contact Sheryl Easterbrook,
Easterbrook Ranch, 69621 Vineyard Canyon Road,
San Miguel, CA 93451. Telephone is (805) 463-
2476.
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CRAIG’S GUIDE SERVICE

Guided and drop-camp hunts
offered by this NorCal guide

Craig Van Housen of Craig’s Guide Service
offers two types of hunts on three ranches near Clear
Lake — fully guided hunts and drop-camp hunts
where hunters pay an access fee, get an orienta-
tion, and are left to hunt on their own.

The fully guided hunts cost $150 per day and
hunters pay a $225 kill fee when a pig is taken.
The non-guided hunt is a flat $150 fee and hunters
can camp on the property or stay in town.

For information, contact Craig Van Housen,
Craig’s Guide Service, P.O. Box 188, Kelseyville,
CA 95451. Telephone: (707) 279-0422.

HOG WILD

Trophy hogs a specialty of this
Central Coast guiding business

Mark Williams guides on several ranches in
the King City area of the Central Coast, specializ-
ing in trophy boars with tusks over two-inches.

Fees are $400 for a two-day guided hunt for a
meat hog or $600 for a trophy pig.

For information, contact Mark Williams, Hog
Wild, Mark Williams Hunting and Booking Ser-
vice, P.O. Box 1496, King City, CA 93930. Tele-
phone (408) 385-6321.

GUIDE ALEX KUHNLE

Monster four-inch boar tops
for this Santa Margarita guide

Alex Kuhnle guides from 75 to 100 hunters
per year on five different ranches totalling around
30,000 acres on the Central Coast. Most of the
hog hunting takes place on one ranch. Besides pigs,
he hunts for tule elk, deer and upland birds.

The biggest boar ever taken from his ranches
was a monstrous boar that had a four-inch tusk on
one side and 3 3/4-inches on the other.

Fees are $250 per hunter for guiding and an
additional $150 success fee if any pig is taken.
There is no premium for a trophy boar. Lunch is
provided, but each hunter must provide his own
breakfast and dinner. Hunters can stay in trailers
on the property, bring their own camping gear or
mobile homes, or stay in one of the many nearby
motels in town.

For information, contact Alex Kuhnle, Star
Route, Box 121, Santa Margarita, CA 93453. Tele-
phone: (805) 475-2341. FAX: (805) 475-2513.

HARLAN MOUNTAIN GUIDE SERVICE

San Benito County hunts
Jack Clark of Harlan Mountain Guide Service

in San Benito County offers trophy boar hunts.
For information, contact Jack Clark, Harlan

Mountain Guide Service, 1600 Old Airline High-
way, Paicines, CA 95043. Telephone: (408) 389-
4535.

CROSS COUNTY OUTFITTERS

More than 30,000 acres are
available to Paso Robles guide

August and Tom Hardin, of Cross County
Outfitters, guide hunters on five different ranches
in the Paso Robles area that span more than 30,000
acres.

This is all spot-and-stalk hunting for free-rang-
ing animals, and all their hunts are scheduled for
two days and cost a flat fee of $450 per hunter,
where a trophy or meat pig is bagged. If the hunter
is not presented with a reasonable shot during the
hunt, half of the fee is refunded. Hardin said they
typically get about 100 pigs a year on the different
ranches they hunt, and hunter success rates are very
high.

In mid-May, John Johnston of Orange County
took an “honest-to-God” 300-pound boar with
Cross County. “This was a real 300-pounder. It’s
always amazing to us how many of those 400 and
500-pound pigs are really 200-pounds when you
get them on a scale, but this was a big pig,” said
Hardin.

For information, contact August Hardin, Cross
County Outfitters, P.O. Box 3904, Paso Robles,
CA 93447. Telephone: (805) 467-3947. E-Mail:
kf6gnm@tcsn.net.

CIRCLE F RANCH

Boar-only hunting a feature at
this NorCal hunting operation

The Circle F Ranch is 5,000 acres in redwood
country west of Ukiah in Northern California. The
ranch is located adjacent to 60,000 acres of pri-
vate land that is not hunted. Owner Kevin FioRito
said they’ve been averaging a trophy pig — one
with teeth more than 2 1/2-inches from the gumline
— every weekend during the spring months this
season.

FioRito manages the ranch for trophy hogs,
allowing only boars to be taken. “We just don’t
allow any sows to be taken. These animals are so
prolific the sows either have pigs in their belly or
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along their side,” said FioRito.

The fee is $400 for a weekend guided hunt,
but hunters must provide for their own accommo-
dations. Camping is allowed on the ranch and mo-
tels are available nearby.

For information, contact Kevin FioRito, Circle
F Ranch, 23337 Fish Rock Road, Yorkville, CA
95494. Telephone: (707) 895-3895.

ARROW 5 OUTFITTERS

NorCal operation specializes in
hound hunts in varied habitats

Arrow 5 Outfitters’ Jim Schaafsma operates
on four ranches in Trinity, Humboldt, and Fresno
counties. Together, they total over 48,000 acres in
a broad range of pig habitat.

Schaafsma prefers to hunt with hounds, but
offers some spot-and-stalk hunting.

For information, contact Jim Schaafsma, Ar-
row 5 Outfitters, Star Route 1, Box 64A, Zenia,
CA 95595.

GUIDE TOM WILLOUGHBY

Long-time Central Coast guide
specializes in high success

Tom Willoughby believes in success, and he
has given his hunters a 100 percent rate even if he
has to take them out multiple times to score.

This Central Coast guide has access to over
80,000 acres of private ranch land and hunts the
properties seven days a week.

For information, contact Tom Willoughby, P.O.
Box 1466, King City, CA 93930. Telephone: (408)
385-3003.

BOARING EXPERIENCES

Guides have wildlife degrees;
turn that into high success

Boaring Experiences Unlimited guides Kyler
Hamann and Dwayne Oberhoff have four degrees
in wildlife biology, three specifically on wild pigs.
They turn that knowledge into success.

The pair hunt on eight ranches totalling over
25,000 acres in the Atascadero area, and they were
working on adding another ranch as this issue went
to press. Hunter success rates average from 70 to
90 percent, but in the month of May, the pair had
100 percent success on pigs. They say a little knowl-
edge is dangerous — in this case it’s dangerous for
the hogs.

A basic pig hunt costs $640 per hunter for a

two-day hunt, and this includes food and lodging
for two nights. Each extra pig adds $225 to the fee.
They also offer one-day economy hunts with a $150
guiding fee and a $225 fee for each pig taken. Hunts
for deer, game birds, and varmints are also offered
alone or in conjunction with hogs.

For information, contact Boaring Experiences
Unlimited, 6050 Portola Road, Atascadero, CA
93422. Voice and fax telephone: (805) 461-0294.

GUIDE ELDON BERGMAN

Long-time Central Coast guide
specializes in spot-and-stalk

Eldon Bergman is perhaps one of the most fa-
miliar names in hog hunting. He has guided on
Central Coast ranches near his Templeton home
for over 20 years.

Currently, Bergman is operating on three
ranches near Paso Robles, and maintains very high
hunter success rates

For information, contact Eldon Bergman, P.O.
Box 1175, Templeton, CA 93465. Telephone: (805)
238-5504.

GUIDE DON INGALLS

King City guide hunts Rancho
San Lucas for big, trophy boars

Don Ingalls, a veteran hog guide with years of
experience under his belt, offers hunting for pigs
on several ranches near King City, most noteably
Rancho San Lucas.

Ingalls also has hunts for wild goats and rams.
For information, contact Don Ingalls, 53100

Pine Canyon Road, King City, CA 93930. Tele-
phone: (408) 385-3754. Fax: (408) 385-9204.

WILD KINGDOM RANCH

Classy operation hunts only
during winter and spring

John Galeazzi offers hunts on his 1,100-acre
ranch near Yorkville in a classy operation with nice
accommodations and a winter-spring season.

Hunts are limited to a maximum of five hunt-
ers and a minimum of two hunters. All hunts are
spot-and-stalk, with most hunting done in and ad-
jacent to farm fields.

Price is $450 per hunter, and this includes all
accommodations.

For information, contact John Galeazzi, Wild
Kingdom Ranch, 2516 Horseshoe Drive, Santa
Rosa, CA 95405. Telephone: (707) 528-1817.
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For information, contact Ken Bowman, Red-
wood Empire Outdoor Adventures, P.O. Box 757,
Miranda, CA 95553. Telephone: (707) 943-3083.

ROCK SPRINGS RANCH

King City ranch hunts give
hunters access to 16,000 acres
     Rock Spring Ranch near King City offers a
variety of game, beside hogs. The 16,000-acre prop-
erty ranges in elevation from 1,500 to 4,000 feet.

For information, contact Rock Springs Ranch.
Telephone: (800) 209-5175 or (408) 385-1042.

WILD PIG HUNTING, INC.

Special consideration given to
archers by this Yorkville guide

Ken Whittaker of Wild Pig Hunting, Inc., ca-
ters to archers by reserving 5,000 acres of the
20,000-acre Sonoma County ranch where he guides
just for string-and-pointed-stick buffs.

Whittaker will also guide rifle hunters who
prefer to follow hounds or use spot-and-stalk tech-
niques.

For information, contact Ken Whittaker, Wild
Pig Hunting, Inc., P.O. Box 60, Yorkville, CA
95494. Telephone: (707) 894-3280.

SPORTSMEN’S CLUBS

Golden Ram Sportman’s Club
This private membership club has approxi-

mately 20 leased lands, primarily in Northern Cali-
fornia, and a number of them are very fine pig hunt-
ing properties. Hog season is from November
through April.

Membership includes access to all properties
for a variety of hunting opportunities. Membership
is $750 per year for an individual, after a $985
initiation fee. Corporate memberships are also
available.

For information, contact Golden Ram
Sportsman’s Club, 840 Hinckley Road, No 250,
Burlingame, CA 94010. Telephone: (650) 692-
6670. Web site: www.goldenramhunting.com.

Wilderness Unlimited
Wilderness Unlimited is a membership club that

has vast acreages leased for hunting throughout the
state. Many of the properties have wild pig hunt-
ing, in addition to other game.

For information, contact Rick Copeland, Wil-
derness Unlimited. Telephone: (510) 785-HUNT.
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MULTIPLE USE MANAGERS

Dye Creek, Shamrock Ranch
two NorCal hotspots for hogs

Dye Creek Preserve is 37,000-acres and Sham-
rock Ranch is 17,000, and the pair offer some of
the best hog hunting in the northern half of the state,
and this year’s El Niño winter has produced a
bumper crop of young.

All hog hunting is managed by Multiple Use
Managers. Fees at $650 for a two-day guided hunt
at Dye Creek and $550 at Shamrock. A $200 tro-
phy fee is charged for hogs with two-inch or larger
teeth.

For information, contact Multiple Use Man-
agers, P.O. Box 1210, West Point, CA 95255. Tele-
phone: (209) 293-7087. Fax: (209) 293-7105. E-
Mail: muminc@volcano.net

MIKE HAYES’ GUIDE SERVICE

Garberville-area guides offers
special archery-only hunting

Mike Hayes hunts on 10,000 acres of private
ground near Garberville for trophy hogs. He keeps
1,000 acres only for spot-and-stalk archery hunt-
ing.

For information, contact Mike Hayes’ Guide
Service. Telephone: (707) 442-2191.

GUIDE NESSEN SCHMIDT

Long-time King City guide
hunts on over 90,000 acres

Long-time guide Nessen Schmidt has access
to over 90,000 acres of prime Central Coast pig
properties, spanning five ranches near King City.

Besides offering two-day pig hunts, Schmidt
also offers some hunting for exotic game on these
same ranches. Schmidt has access to a fine hound
pack, but he also hunts spot-and-stalk.

For information, contact Nessen Schmidt, Oa-
sis Route, Box 105, King City, CA 93930. Tele-
phone: (408) 385-1335.

REDWOOD EMPIRE OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Spot-and-stalk hunts offered
at Mendocino County ranch

Ken Bowman of Redwood Empire Outdoor
Adventures offers spot-and-stalk hunting on a
3,500-acre ranch near Bell Springs in Mendocino
County.
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The bullets were behaving like fragile .22 varmint
slugs, blowing great divots out of the pig and caus-
ing terrible damage to it’s meaty exterior, but never
penetrating into the vital organs. I was accused of
killing the pig by loading it up with so much lead
that it died of heart failure from packing so much
extra weight around while running furiously across
that hillside.

Those prototype slugs were obviously made
with too soft a lead core and/or jacket material that
was too thin, and Winchester corrected the prob-

lem before the ammunition came on
the general marketplace. But the
example graphically illustrates
the toughness of wild pigs.

Unlike deer, pigs have
massive bones in the forequar-
ters covering their vital organs,

which are set further forward
than with deer. Hunters accus-

tomed to shooting deer well behind
the shoulder “in the pocket” will not
score a lung hit on a direct broadside
shot on a pig. They will hit liver or gut,
and pigs shot that way will travel a long
distance.

The biggest mistake first-time —
hell, even veteran hunters — make is
not using a bullet that will break a front
shoulder and penetrate into the vital or-
gans. Most pigs are deer-sized game,
so hunters mistakenly believe they can
shoot the same lightly-constructed slugs
and kill pigs. Well, they might get away

with it for the first few animals, but then a
slug will come apart on a front shoulder or it will
not penetrate enough to reach into the heart-lung
area from a rear angle. Then the hunter has a
wounded pig on his hands, and that either leads to
an animal escaping or getting shot up with mul-
tiple hits to finally anchor it.

In speaking with guides throughout the state
and based on our staff’s experience, there was
unanimous agreement the following bullets were
up to the task (listed in order of preference): Win-
chester Fail Safes, Barnes X-Bullets, Trophy
Bonded Bear Claws, Nosler Partition (or the new
Combined Technology partition slug made in a joint
effort with Winchester and Nosler), Swift A-
Frames, Woodleigh Weldcores, and Speer Grand
Slams. All of these bullets open up rapidly and re-
liably, yet they still have the ability to penetrate
(Continued on Back Cover, See Tough slugs....)

Choosing a tough slug for boars
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If you think of hogs as animals that have all of
the toughness of an elk compressed down into a
package that only weighs from 150 to 250 pounds,
and occasionally larger, you are less likely to make
mistakes when choosing a proper slug for your hunt-
ing rifle.

Bullet failure on the tough bones and grass
filled guts of wild pigs is the biggest reason hunt-
ers lose game — not from shooting with a caliber
that is inadequate. Members of the Hog Hunter
staff have seen and shot pigs with everything from
a lowly .22 Hornet to a .338 Winchester Magnum.
While our staff has a tendency to be-
lieve that most of the .22 centerfires
are too small for pigs, we know a
hunter who has used a .243
Winchester repeatedly and
with great success because
he used good bullets ex-
clusively — Nosler 95-
and 100-grain Partitions
— and chose his shots
carefully.

On the other hand, I still
remember with alarming clar-
ity my first wild pig. It was shot with
a .356 Winchester from a lever-action
rifle. The cartridge was brand new, not
even available to the public yet. I was
on a hunt at Dye Creek Ranch near
Red Bluff with a group of other writ-
ers from Petersen’s Publishing, and I
was somehow elected to use the new
.356 for this field test.

Mike Ballew was the game manager of
the ranch back in those days, and we bellied up on
a big boar. From a solid prone position, I whacked
the pig right behind the shoulder. The pig flipped
upside down with all four feet in the air. Then it
moved ever so slightly. Since, it was my first pig, I
asked Ballew if I should shoot it again.

“That pig’s dead,” said Ballew, and those words
were no more past the end of his lips when the dead
pig was up and running across the hillside with
ghostly speed. It was not dead.

Bob Robb said later that I looked like Chuck
Connors of The Rifleman television series fame. I
emptied the .356 at that pig, reloaded, and shot some
more before it crested the ridge. The reality is that
I hit the pig about seven other times with those 200-
grain prototype Winchester Silvertips — at least
as near as we could tell later when salvaging edible
meat. The performance was explosive. Literally.
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P.O. Box 9007, San Bernardino, CA 92427

(Continued from Page 11)
through bones.

The Bear Claws, Noslers, Swifts, Woodleighs,
and Grand Slams do not have the penetration abil-
ity in most deer calibers for you to shoot a pig run-
ning away from you and have the slug penetrate
through a ham or hip, the barley- or grass-filled
gut, and into the vitals. Out of calibers from the
.270 upward, the other two slugs — the Fail Safe
and the X-Bullet — absolutely offer this penetra-
tion.

I shot a young boar on the Tejon Ranch in early
April with a 140-grain Winchester Fail Safe from
7mm-08. The slug shattered the femur, devastated
the ham with rapid expansion, ranged through the
entire gut cavity, into the chest cavity, exited the
chest, reentered the foreleg, cracked the foreleg and
then deflected down along the bone to come to rest
under the skin — penetrating nearly three-feet of
pig. It looked nearly just like one that has been shot
into ballistic gelatin and used in Winchester’s ad-
vertising. (It’s the bullet pictured on page 11.) That
is the performance you want in a slug to be used
for pig hunting.

“It amazes me the number of people who don’t
put any thought into the thing that’s doing the kill-
ing. To them, a bullet’s a bullet. They worry more
about caliber and scope, and don’t get me wrong,
those are important, but the bullet is the most im-
portant thing in hog hunting,” said August Hardin,
a longtime pig guide and operator of Cross County
Outfitters in Paso Robles.

Guides like Hardin see 100 or more pigs shot a
year and have a good insight on what works and
what doesn’t. Hardin is blunt in only recommend-
ing two slugs unequivocally under all shooting con-
ditions — Barnes X-Bullets and Fail Safes.

Tough slugs.... If you have questions about what ammunition
to bring on a hunt for your rifle, don’t hesitate to
ask the guide. Perhaps, if he makes recommenda-
tions other than what you have read here, you might
want to reconsider his qualifications.

With today’s premium ammunition featuring
top quality slugs from all of the major makers, get-
ting a good pig slug does not require reloading. All
it requires is that you have enough respect for the
animal to make the small investment in buying, or
reloading, ammunition that provides a quick, clean,
responsible kill.

— Jim Matthews

At California Hog Hunter, we have a tendency
to believe that maps are almost as important as a
rifle when hunting public lands. These are the
sources we use and reference in the newsletter.

The DeLorme Atlas & Gazetteer series of map books retail
for $14.95, and there are two editions for California, a Southern
and Central edition and a Northern California edition. They are
available from retail outlets throughout the state.

U.S. Geological Survey, Menlo Park-Earth Science Infor-
mation Center, Building 3, Room 3128, MS 532, 345 Middlefield
Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025-3591; telephone (415) 329-4309.
Prices for each paper 7 1/2-minute quad (1:24,000 scale maps),
and most other maps, are $4 each when ordered direct from the
USGS, with a $3.50 handling charge per order. Retail outlets
throughout the state also carry and sell USGS maps, but usually
at higher rates.
     U.S. Forest Service (USFS) maps are available from all ranger
stations and administrative offices for each forest unit. Most maps
are $4 each. For all forests in California, they can also be ordered
by mail from USFS, Pacific Southwest Region, 630 Sansome
Street, San Francisco, CA 94111; telephone (415) 556-0122.
     Bureau of Land Management (BLM) maps are available at all
BLM offices statewide or you can order them direct from Califor-
nia-BLM, 2135 Butano Drive, Sacramento, CA 95824; telephone
(916) 978-4400. The maps cost $4 each for the 30x60 minute
land status maps (1:100,000 scale). They can be ordered by tele-
phone, if you know the quad name, and have your credit card
handy.

Map Resources


